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The Invisible Military Competition and Conflict Management in Sino-
U. S. Relations

QI Haotian

Abstract; In historical and contemporary great power competitions,
such as those among the major European powers in the 19th century,
the Cold War, and the recent U. S. strategic self-positioning, military
competition has always been an important dimension of power
competition. The meaning, mechanism and influence of military
competition are crucial components of the major power relations, as
well as regional and global security. The relationship between military
competition and conflict, in particular, under what circumstances
military competitions of different modes and states are more likely to
affect the stability of the interstate security and propensity of conflict,
is one of the central concerns of the theme. This research discusses
the nature and impact of military competition between major powers,
and addresses factors at technological, operational and strategic
levels. Focusing on the dynamic differences in military capabilities,
power transition and associated strategic adjustment, this paper
highlights the “invisible’

)

aspect of the co-evolutionary process of
military competition. The consequences of invisible competition are
reflected in the long-term systematic strategic evolvement, as well as
the impact of military evolution at technical, tactical and operational
levels. In invisible military competitions, the relative transition in
power balance, changes in technical conditions and the corresponding
military operational patterns, affect military competition and even the
overall strategic competition between major powers at both macro and
micro levels. The combinations of these factors lead to different
circumstances of and requirements for conflict management.

Key words: military competition, power transition, game theory,
conflict management, strategic stability, Sino-U. S. relations

Explaining the Formation and Evolution of Global Diplomatic Networks:
New Evidence from Network Analysis of Large-scale Event Data
CHEN Chong

Abstract: How does a country choose target countries for diplomatic
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